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Executive Summary

1.1

1.2

The Council adopted its Core Strategy in October 2016, which sets out the 
long-term spatial strategy for the future development of the Rochdale 
Borough. The next stage of the process is to prepare out Allocations 
Development Plan Document (DPD) that will support the Core Strategy and 
together will replace our adopted Unitary Development Plan (UDP) 2004.

The Allocations DPD proposes detailed planning policies, area designations 
and site allocations for specific types of development to meet the borough’s 
need for new homes and jobs through to 2028. It provides the details needed 
to deliver the spatial vision, strategic objectives and scale of growth outlined in 
the Core Strategy. 
.  

Recommendations

2.1

2.2

That the proposed draft Allocations Development Plan Document (and 
accompanying evidence base) be approved as the basis for public 
consultation; 

That the Head of Planning be authorised to make any final editorial changes to 
the document in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Planning and 
Housing.
.

Reason for Recommendation

3.1 Following adoption of the Core Strategy there is a requirement upon the 
Council to set out through a Site Allocations DPD how the Council will deliver 
land to meet the agreed scale of economic growth.  Public consultation is an 
important part of that process both legally and in terms of meeting the 
requirements of our adopted Statement of Community Involvement.

.  



Key Points for Consideration

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Background to the Allocations DPD

The Council adopted its Core Strategy in October 2016, which sets out the 
long-term spatial strategy for the future development of the Rochdale 
Borough. The Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD) will support the 
Core Strategy and together will replace the Unitary Development Plan (UDP).

The Allocations DPD proposes detailed planning policies, area designations 
and site allocations for specific types of development to meet the borough’s 
needs for new homes and jobs through to 2028. It provides the details needed 
to deliver the spatial vision, strategic objectives and scale of growth outlined in 
the Core Strategy.

Content of the Allocations DPD

The Allocations DPD will show:
 Sites for new housing development to deliver at least 460 additional 

homes per year up to 2028 (accounting for any demolitions);
 Sites to deliver around 210 hectares of employment development up to 

2028;
 The extent of designated employment areas;
 Proposals for new transport infrastructure;
 Town, District and Local Centres boundaries and primary shopping 

frontages;
 The Green Infrastructure Network and associated designations, 

including open spaces, playing pitches and protected open land;
 Areas of safeguarded land for flood risk management. 

Details of the sites and the policies relating to them are included in the Draft 
Allocations DPD which has been placed in the members area.

Consultation to date

A Regulation 18 consultation (under of The Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012) and call for sites took place between 
July and August 2017. The purpose of this consultation was to seek views on 
the subject and scope of the Allocations DPD to inform production of the draft 
Allocations DPD. The Council also undertook a call for sites exercise which 
provided a further opportunity for land owners and developers to submit 
brownfield sites.

A total of 63 representations were received during the consultation, of which 
51 related to submission of sites as part of the call for sites exercise. 
Comments were received from a wide range of bodies and organisations as 
well as individual members of the public. All comments, along with the 
Council’s response, are set out in the subsequent Statement of Consultation.  



4.6 Next Steps

All representations received during this proposed consultation exercise will 
then be carefully considered and would inform the penultimate and next stage 
of the process to produce a  known publication Allocations DPD. This is the 
version of the plan that the Council intends to submit for examination. At this 
stage a further public consultation exercise would be undertaken which seeks 
formal representations on the publication Allocations DPD. The publication 
Allocations DPD would then be submitted, along with any representations 
received, to the Planning Inspectorate for an independent Examination in 
Public.

Alternatives considered

The Allocations DPD is the next stage of the Council’s Local Plan which is a 
statutory requirement placed on all local authorities.  To not produce an 
Allocations DPD would mean that the Local Plan was out of date.  Having an 
up to date Local Plan is important to guide development within the borough 
and provides a basis for planning decisions.

Costs and Budget Summary

5.1. The printing and consultation costs will be funded from the Strategic Planning 
budget relating to Local Plan preparation. 

There are no specific financial implications arising from the recommendations 
within this report for the consultation on the Draft Allocations DPD. 

Risk and Policy Implications

All the issues raised and the recommendation(s) in this report involve risk 
considerations as set out below:
 Delay in consulting on draft Allocations DPD would in turn result in a 

delay of the overall adoption of the DPD as part of Rochdale’s Local Plan. 
The Allocations DPD has to be adopted within a specific timeframe and 
failure to meet this timescale may result in there being no up-to-date 
policy framework for the borough. 

 Failure to follow proper consultation procedures, including Duty to 
Cooperate, set out in the Council’s adopted Statement of Community 
Involvement could lead to a possibility that that the DPD would be found 
unsound and/or could result in a legal challenge on procedure. 

6.1

Consultation

7.1 Subject to members approving the draft DPD, officers will publicise and 
undertaken a consult exercise on the draft Allocations DPD and supporting 
documents for a minimum of six weeks. During this time the draft Allocations 
DPD and supporting documents will be published on the Council’s website, 
and paper copies of the documents will be available in Rochdale Library, 
Castleton and Middleton Library.  Stakeholders and members of the public 
on the Council’s planning policy database will be notified by letter or email. 



Background Papers Place of Inspection

8.1 Draft Allocations DPD
Integrated Assessment 
Statement of Consultation

Planning and Development Service, 
Number One Riverside

For Further Information Contact: Abigail Mills


